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Confirmation
By Chris Thorpe

CONFIRMATION
Written by Chris Thorpe
Developed with and Directed by Rachel Chavkin
	
  

FRINGE FIRST AWARD WINNER, Edinburgh Festival Fringe – 2014
...an 80 minute-show that makes the brain both hurt and buzz…Confirmation is a show that lets
nobody off the hook: not us, and definitely not Thorpe.
The Guardian ★ ★ ★ ★
Rachel Chavkin’s fast-moving, kinetic production offers us an absolutely compelling
performance from a man who is fast becoming one of the most powerful performers in the UK.
The Scotsman ★ ★ ★ ★
Thorpe and director Rachel Chavkin energetically take a liberal Fringe audience to the edge
of the abyss of belief and hang them over the side in a conversation for our times.
The Independent ★ ★ ★ ★
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THE SHOW
Confirmation is a new solo show from a multi Fringe First winning team: written and performed
by Chris Thorpe (Unlimited Theatre, Third Angel), developed with and directed by Rachel
Chavkin (The TEAM).
Confirmation is a show about the gulf between beliefs that we can’t talk across. About our
knee-jerk dismissal of the opposing viewpoint. About the way we choose to see only the
evidence that proves we’re right. Working with research into the phenomenon of
confirmation bias, and a conversation with political extremism, Confirmation is an attempt to
have an honorable dialogue, real and imagined, across that gulf. Not to debate the
viewpoints, but to find out how we come to believe what we believe, and how, from a
common starting point, we can end up so far apart.
The show has been developed through the Triggered@Warwick programme and with the
support of experts and academics at the University of Warwick.
WHAT IS CONFIRMATION BIAS?
Confirmation bias is an inherent tendency in people to favour and over-emphasise
information that confirms their own beliefs, ignoring elements in any material, experience or
situation that doesn’t confirm the views they already hold. The effect of confirmation bias is
often stronger for emotionally charged issues and for deeply entrenched beliefs, and often
results in ambiguous evidence being used to support existing positions. Some psychologists
would argue that it is central to our view of ourselves and the world.
CHRIS ON WRITING CONFIRMATION
“I guess I've always been fascinated by conviction, because it seems mysterious to me. Not
that I don't have deeply-held beliefs – I do – but because those beliefs weren't necessarily
specific, burning certainties. They were more beliefs about the application of concepts. That
there must be some reasonableness in every point of view, however small. That there's a time
and a place for a fair hearing, for everyone. Because underneath it all, the surface conflicts
and the differing interpretations of 'facts' there had to be some kind of truth.
So I decided to investigate how the processes that allow us to form a worldview are thought
to work. And these processes are double edged – the information gathering and filtering that
makes daily life possible, applied on a larger scale, contain this huge potential for destruction.
I decided to talk to someone of conviction. To see if it was possible to have a conscious
conversation about those unconscious processes. A respectful conversation. To listen to those
voices, and my voice, to see if we could get beyond the conviction. Maybe make my own
liberalism less lazy. To see what that might do to me.”
RACHEL ON DEVELOPING THE SHOW
“We began with research. I came across Kahneman's Thinking Fast, Thinking Slow by accident
just after it had been released, and Chris met with a number of academics at Warwick
University, and was directed to Jonathan Haidt's The Righteous Mind. Both books posited this
image of the rider and the elephant. As much as we'd like to believe our decision making
process is "rational" or conscious, in fact most cognitive psychology research has proven Hume
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correct; the conscious level or our thinking exists largely to justify or rationalize what the
subconscious decided many many nanoseconds ago.
Over Skype, and periodically in person (at the Warwick Arts Centre, in New Haven, etc.), Chris
and I talked about the myths that liberals hold onto, particularly the belief that if someone is
educated and cared for on personal and societal levels, they will naturally be liberal. He
vanished down rabbit holes of angry comment sections and white supremacist websites, and
this finally brought him to "Glen," our generous partner on this work. Glen and Chris began to
talk via Skype, and ultimately carried on their conversation for over 8 months.
I gave writing prompts and Chris used those to synthesize the research into material - some of
which was in a character's voice, some of which took the form of a theatrical lecture. The
resulting piece is comprised of three strands that chart the developing relationship between
Chris and Glen, an imagined struggle between reactionary liberal and conservative voices,
and the science of confirmation bias itself.”
FUTURE PLANS
Confirmation tours the UK in spring and autumn 2015, before transferring to New York in spring
2016.
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BROCHURE COPY
Warwick Arts Centre and China Plate present
CONFIRMATION
By Chris Thorpe
Developed with and Directed by Rachel Chavkin
Commissioned by Northern Stage and Battersea Arts Centre
--If you pinned me against a wall, I’d probably admit to being a liberal.
Of course, pinning me against a wall is exactly what I’d expect from someone like you.
Confirmation is a show about the gulfs we can’t talk across, and about the way we choose to
see only the evidence that proves we’re right.
Working with research into the phenomenon of Confirmation Bias, Confirmation attempts to
have an honourable dialogue, real and imagined, with political extremism. From multiple
award winning Chris Thorpe (Unlimited, Royal Exchange, Hannah Jane Walker) and Rachel
Chavkin (The TEAM).
Fringe First award winner - 2014
‘Rachel Chavkin’s fast-moving, kinetic production offers us an absolutely compelling
performance from a man who is fast becoming one of the most powerful performers in the UK’
The Scotsman ★ ★ ★ ★
‘Thorpe and director Rachel Chavkin energetically take a liberal Fringe audience to the edge
of the abyss of belief and hang them over the side in a conversation for our times.’
The Independent ★ ★ ★ ★
www.chinaplatetheatre.com
@youroldchina
Running time
85 minutes with no interval
Age guidance
14+
Trailer
https://vimeo.com/103696419
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PRESS
...an 80 minute-show that makes the brain both hurt and buzz…Confirmation is a show
that lets nobody off the hook: not us, and definitely not Thorpe.
The Guardian ★ ★ ★ ★
Rachel Chavkin’s fast-moving, kinetic production offers us an absolutely compelling
performance from a man who is fast becoming one of the most powerful performers
in the UK.
The Scotsman ★ ★ ★ ★
Thorpe and director Rachel Chavkin energetically take a liberal Fringe audience to
the edge of the abyss of belief and hang them over the side in a conversation for our
times.
The Independent ★ ★ ★ ★
It’s like Thorpe has written an electrical storm.
Fest ★★★★
Thorpe has created a fiercely intelligent and relentlessly curious piece that strives for
the truth.
Herald Scotland ★★★★
...a sly, slippery thing, tickling at the mind for long after.
What’s on Stage ★★★★
...Thorpe is out to climb outside of his own head, to experience an opinion he loathes
as if it were truly his own.
The Times ★★★★
Chris Thorpe stares into the abyss so you don't have to.
Time Out ★★★★
An admirable piece...this is a very brave show which will leave you with numerous
questions and a whole heap of discomfort.
The Public Reviews ★★★★★
Chris Thorpe pushes buttons with his electrifying monologue.
Metro ★★★★
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CREATIVE TEAM
Chris Thorpe | Writer and Performer
Chris is a writer and performer from Manchester. He is a founder member of Unlimited and also
an artistic associate of Third Angel. He is making a cycle of solo pieces and continues to
collaborate with companies like Slung Low, Forest Fringe, RashDash and Soup Collective, with
whom he wrote and recorded the piece The Bomb On Mutannabbi Street Is Still Exploding,
which has been permanently installed at the Imperial War Museum North. Chris’s plays
have been produced worldwide and he has toured with Unlimited and Third Angel in Europe,
Africa, Asia and the USA.
Recent projects include a trilogy of plays, Overdrama, House/Garden and Dead End for
Portuguese company mala voadora, which continue to tour in Europe. He is also still touring in
Third Angel’s show What I Heard About The World, recently to Poland, Brazil, Germany and
Lebanon.
He worked with poet Hannah Jane Walker in 2010 to make her solo show, This
Is Just To Say. Hannah and Chris then worked together again to create The Oh Fuck Moment,
which won a Fringe First at Edinburgh Fringe 2011. Their show, I Wish I Was Lonely, is still on the
road. He also plays guitar in Lucy Ellinson’s political extreme noise project TORYCORE.
As a playwright, Chris recently worked with Hannah on a commission for The Unicorn Theatre in
London, and revived his hit show, There Has Possibly Been An Incident, at the Stuckemarkt in
Berlin (following an invitation from playwright Simon Stephens). He also wrote Nothern Stage’s
Christmas Show, Dark Woods, Deep Snow in 2013. Chris is currently writing a new show for the
Royal Court and a new project for the Unicorn Theatre as well as continuing work with
Manchester’s Royal Exchange Theatre.
Rachel Chavkin | Director
Rachel is a Brooklyn-based director/dramaturg/writer, and the Artistic Director of collaborative
ensemble the TEAM (www.theteamplays.org). Founded in 2004, the TEAM makes new work
about the experience of living in America today, and aims to keep the brain, eyes, and heart
of the audience constantly stimulated. Four time winners of the Fringe First, winner of the 2011
Herald Angel, the 2011 EIF Fringe Prize, and ranked Best of 2013 on three continents, the
TEAM’s work includes Mission Drift, a new musical composed by Heather Christian that travels
through 400 years of history in pursuit of the soul of American capitalism, and RoosevElvis, the
story of a surreal road trip from the Badlands to Graceland. The TEAM has been presented at
or received commissions from organizations all over New York (including the Public Theater,
PS122, and the Bushwick Starr), nationally (including the Walker Art Center and the A.R.T.),
internationally (including London’s National Theatre, the National Theatre of Scotland, the
Barbican Centre, the Almeida Theatre, the Traverse Theatre, international festivals in Perth and
Hong Kong, and the Salzburg Festival’s Young Directors Program).
In addition to her work with the TEAM, Rachel collaborates regularly with writers and
composers on new work. Recent projects include Dave Malloy’s immersively staged electropop opera Natasha, Pierre, and the Great Comet of 1812 (Kazino – commercial transfer;
World Premiere: Ars Nova – New York Times, Time Out New York and New York Post Critics’
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Picks, and Top Ten); storyteller James Monaco and composer Jerome Ellis’ collaboration
Aaron/Marie; Meg Miroshnik’s The Fairytale Lives of Russian Girls (Yale Rep); Rick Burkhardt,
Alec Duffy and Dave Malloy’s Three Pianos (A.R.T., NYTW – Dec ’10/Jan ’11, Ontological
Incubator Series – Feb/March ’10, 2010 Obie Award); and repeat collaborations with
playwright/performer/activist Taylor Mac including his extravaganza The Lily’s Revenge (World
Premiere, Act II) (HERE Arts Center, 2010 Obie Award) and Peace, co-written by Mac and
Chavkin (Workshop, HERE Arts Center, 2007).
Rachel is a two-time Obie Winner, and was nominated as Best Director for both the Drama
Desk and Lucille Lortel Awards for her work on Great Comet. Upcoming work includes multiple
projects with Dave Malloy, adapting folk singer Anaïs Mitchell’s album Hadestown, a theatrical
concert adaption of Mac Wellman’s intergalactic Ohio-based novel Annie Salem in
collaboration with composer Heather Christian, and the TEAM’s multigenerational cover band
project, Primer for a Failed Superpower.
Additional creative team members
Design Consultant
BEN PACEY
Sound Editor
MELANIE WILSON
Production Manager
CRAIG DAVIDSON
Producer
CHINA PLATE
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TECHINCAL INFO
	
  

Running time
85 minutes with no interval
One performer and one technician on the road
Latecomers may be admitted at various points, to be negotiated prior to show
Our touring technician will operate the show but will require venue assistance in programming
the board. The sound/lighting desks need to be situated within operating distance of each
other.
The show is designed to be performed ‘in a square’ with audiences sat on four sides with a
central playing space (with the action taking place within the square). The show is suitable for
audiences of up to 150, depending on space.
Staging
Minimal set is toured by the company comprising of only two wooden chairs and paper signs
Lighting
Lighting states:
General wash – cold
General wash – warm
One fixed spotlight (we would need to focus this prior to performance)
A full lx plan and lighting plot will be available on request.
Sound
Simple SFX requirements comprising of one mic / mic stand (either radio mic or wired mic with
3 metre length) – general venue PA required.
Dressing Rooms
One dressing room required.
For a more detailed technical spec, please contact production manager Craig Davidson craigdavidson1@virginmedia.com.
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INTERNATIONAL TOURING
	
  

Freight
All props and costume can be transported in hold luggage. The host venue will need to
source two second hand wooden chairs.
On the Road
3 (one performer, one production manager and one producer/director)
Minimum venue requirements
A full touring tech spec is available on request. Please contact China Plate with any queries.
* The venue/Festival to cover all travel (including transfers), freight / excess luggage charges,
accommodation and PDs unless otherwise agreed. Print and delivery costs to be negotiated.
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COMPANIES
CHINA PLATE
China Plate is an independent theatre studio that works with artists, venues, festivals and
funders to make original, exciting theatre that plays with form and has narrative at its heart.
China Plate achieve this through three strands of work:
•
•
•

Developing (artist development and commissioning)
Making (origination and touring)
Programming (seasons, festivals and events)

China Plate are currently collaborating with Caroline Horton, Action Hero, Chris Thorpe,
Contender Charlie, Dan Jones and Inspector Sands.
The company are Associate Producers at Warwick Arts Centre where they develop and
commission new work, Artistic Associates at the New Wolsey Theatre where they are Directors
of PULSE Festival, Programmers of New Directions (the NRTF showcase) and producers of
innovative development programmes including The Darkroom, The Optimists (producer
training) and The First Bite and Bite Size Festivals.
China Plate are Ed Collier, Paul Warwick, Kirsten Burrows and Kaya Stanley-Money. For more
information on China Plate, visit www.chinaplatetheatre.com
WARWICK ARTS CENTRE
Warwick Arts Centre is one of the largest multi-artform venues in the UK, presenting,
commissioning and co-producing an outstanding programme of contemporary live and visual
arts. It aims to be a place of artistic adventure for audiences and artists alike and is one of a
small group of significant supporters of contemporary performing and visual arts outside of
London.
Opened in 1974 at the heart of the University of Warwick campus, Warwick Arts Centre is a
distinctive and special place, integral to University life, an important resource for the arts and
for audiences in the region and a significant force in national and international arts networks.
Confirmation by Chris Thorpe & Rachel Chavkin has been developed through Warwick Arts
Centre’s unique Triggered@Warwick programme. This innovative commissioning and artist
development scheme supports the earliest stages of the development of new work, with
finance, space and time in our studio and a bespoke package of dramaturgical and
producing support.
Led by Matt Burman, Head of Programme & Audiences at Warwick Arts Centre and produced
by Warwick Arts Centre’s Associate Producers, China Plate, Triggered@Warwick has
successfully commissioned exciting new work from Action Hero, Teatro Sotterraneo, Reckless
Sleepers, Mark Murphy, Contender Charlie, David Rosenberg/Glen Neath (Fuel), Tom Dale
Company and Caroline Horton. For more information on Warwick Arts Centre, visit
www.warwickartscentre.co.uk.
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CONTACTS
Paul Warwick *
paul@chinaplatetheatre.com
079 3269 6879

Kaya Stanley-Money**
kaya@chinaplatetheatre.com
077 4307 2199

Ed Collier
ed@chinaplatetheatre.com
079 5763 6034
*Contact for initial touring enquiries
**Contact for press/marketing/media enquiries

www.chinaplatetheatre.com

Twitter @youroldchina / @piglungs
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